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Understanding Shemitat Kesafim

1. Why differentiate between Jews and Nonjews?
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l. Connection between the Two Aspects of Shemittah
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12. Rav S. R. Hirsch Devarim 15:2

Already in Exodus and Leviticus, the character of the Sabbath Year is conferred on every every seventh
year, as being a part of the great Yovel institution; a year of acknowledging G-d as being the real Lord
and owner of the Land. For its duration all Man’s mastery of the soil comes to a halt, no field or orchard
is worked, no harvest brought home, but all that the soil produces by itself becomes the property of all
men and animals. Now here one final result still emanates from G-d’s rights of possession of the soil
which is the means of our existence. At the moment that the Sabbath Year ends it makes us look on G-d
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and acknowledge Him as being the Lord over and having the disposal of our fortune altogether and

obliges, in the Name of the G-d Whose Rule every blade of grass has proclaimed for a full year, every
creditor to forego every justified claim for any debt which is due to be paid and has no hitherto been
settled. The fact that n9102 NVNWN Ny, that this releasing of claims for debts by the Sabbath Year
being effected just at its last moment and that, according to the general opinion, the 0'90> nu'nw and
Y Nu'mvy are connected with Yovel...makes, so we believe, 0'90> NNV be considered as the
consequence of ypijp nu'v.
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11l. Takkana of Pruzbul
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